September 20, 2020

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

10:00 am
*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen, Amen.

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Call to worship – Psalm 145
Leader: The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love.

Sermon

" Astonished by Grace”

Rev. Dr. Eugene A. Blair

Hymn of Reflection

Celebration Hymnal No.

People: The LORD is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he has
made.
Leader: All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, and all your faithful shall
bless you.
People: They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, and tell of your power,
to make known to all people your mighty deeds, and the glorious splendor of
your kingdom.
Leader: Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures
throughout all generations.
People: The LORD upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed
down.
*Song of Praise

Celebration Hymnal No.

Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.
*Hymn of Going Forth
*Benediction

*Benediction Response
“Make Us One”
Make us one Lord, make us one
Holy Spirit, make us one
Let our love flow, so the world will know
We are one in you; we are one in you.

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION

Creator God, in many ways throughout history, and in our very own lives, You
have demonstrated Your love and forgiveness. You have shown your
willingness to extend grace and mercy to Your people. We trust in You and in
Your word. When sin and temptations discourage us, we look to You and Your
willingness to lift us up and restore us. Fill us with Your Spirit and help us trust
in You as we seek a variety of ways to share the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
First Lesson

*Postlude

Philippians 1:21-30
*We invite you to stand if you are able.

Second Lesson

Matthew 20:1-16
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First Lesson

Second Lesson

Philippians 1:21-30
21

Matthew 20:1-16
22

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in
the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do not know
which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is
to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24but to remain
in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of
this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your
progress and joy in faith, 26so that I may share abundantly in your
boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again.
27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ,
so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about
you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving
side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28and are in
no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence
of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s
doing. 29For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only
of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well— 30since you
are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear
that I still have.

20“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After
agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them
into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw
others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them,
‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is
right.’ So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and
about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he
went out and found others standing around; and he said to them,
‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him,
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into
the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard
said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay,
beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9When those
hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual
daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would
receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily
wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled against the
landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you
have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the
day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them,
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for
the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I
choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you
envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and
the first will be last.”
The Word of God for the people of God.

All: Thanks be to God.

WELCOME!

Church Covenant
We are banded together as a Christian
Church to maintain the worship of God
the Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer;
to proclaim the gospel of Christ, to develop
in ourselves and others a consciousness of
our relationship and duties to God and each
other; to create a spirit of love for truth, a
passion for righteousness and enthusiasm
for service; to respect and protect all of God’s
creation. To this end we pledge our loyalty to
Christ and covenant with God and with each
other to strive to express God’s spirit in our individual and corporate life;
to live together
as Christians and to submit ourselves to the government of this church,
working, giving,
praying for its increase, purity and peace,
seeking in every way to make it a power for
the building up of the Kingdom of God.
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